Year 11 Catholic Christianity
Component 1
Origins & Meanings and Good & Evil 
Exemplar Answers
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Name:____________

	Key concept 
	Meaning 

	Creation ex nihilo
	A Latin phrase meaning creation "out of nothing". For Christians this is the idea that the universe was created by God from nothing. 



	Evolution
	The gradual development of something. Charles Darwin believed all the different species on earth developed over time from simple life forms.



	
Imago Dei

	Translated from Latin as ‘the image of God’.  Humans are created in the image of God. 



	
Inspiration
	someone or something that gives you ideas for doing something:Someone or something that gives ideas for doing something. Christians believe the ideas contained in the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

someone or something that gives you ideas for doing something

	Omnipotence
	The idea that God is all-powerful. 



	
Revelation
	The word used to describe all of the ways in which God makes himself known to human beings



	
Stewardship
	Looking after something so it can be passed on to the next generation. 



	Transcendence
	The idea that God exists above and beyond the physical world.  




Origins and Meanings Key Concepts











	Key concept 
	Meaning 

	
Conscience
	
An inner feeling of right and wrong that comes from God. 

	
Evil
	The absence of good which often results in suffering.



	
Free Will
	The ability to choose right from wrong freely and without being controlled. 



	
Goodness
	The quality of being like God; putting the needs of others first. 



	
Incarnation
	Meaning ‘made flesh’. The Christian belief that God became man in the person of Jesus. 



	
Natural Law
	The belief that there are universal laws of what is right and what is wrong. 



	
Privation
	The absence of a quality that is normally present. St Augustine said that evil is a privation of good.



	Suffering
	Pain or loss which harms human beings. 




Good and Evil Key Concepts











Origins and Meanings Possible Exam Questions
Part A Questions – Key word (2 marks)

You need to know the correct definitions of the following terms:

· Omnipotent

· Transcendent

· Imago dei

· Ex nihilo

· Stewardship

· Revelation

· Inspiration

· Evolution
Part B Questions – Describe (5 marks)

· Describe St Augustine’s/Roman Catholic beliefs about the creation of the world

· Describe the teaching of the Catholic Church on the scientific theory of evolution.
· Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about abortion
· Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the sanctity of life 
· Describe what the book of Genesis reveals about God and humans
· Describe different Christian beliefs about the Bible/Genesis

· Describe two features of the Creation of Adam and what they show about God/humans

· Describe two features of the Tree of Life Mosaic and what they show about God/Jesus

· Describe how CAFOD/SVP show love of neighbour 
Part C Questions - Explain (8 marks)

· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings on stewardship.
· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings on abortion.
· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings on the Bible/Genesis.
· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings on the origins of the universe.
· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings on the sanctity of life.
· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings on the use of art/symbol.
Part D Questions – Statement (15 marks)
· ‘God is the origin of the universe’

· ‘Abortion is always wrong’

· ‘The Bible is the literal word of God’

· ‘Loving God is more important than loving your neighbour’

· ‘God created humans to rule the earth’

· ‘Humans are the pinnacle of creation’

· ‘The world is ours to do what we like’

**In your skill d) questions you must include non-religious/Humanist arguments
Good & Evil Possible Exam Questions
Part A Questions – Key word (2 marks)

You need to know the correct definitions of the following terms:
· Conscience

· Evil

· Free Will

· Goodness 
· Incarnation

· Natural Law

· Privation

· Suffering 
Part B Questions – Describe (5 marks)

· Describe St Augustine’s/Roman Catholic beliefs about the origin of evil

· Describe how evil and suffering challenge belief in God.
· Describe John Paull II/Roman Catholic beliefs about suffering.
· Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the Trinity

· Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the Incarnation 
· Describe how Roman Catholics make moral decisions (beatitudes/Sermon on the Mount/Conscience/Natural Law/Virtues)

· Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about statues.

· Describe 3 features of Michelangelo’s Pieta about human suffering.

· Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the rosary 

· Describe why Roman Catholics go on pilgrimage to Lourdes
Part C Questions - Explain (8 marks)

· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about the origin of evil.

· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about the Trinity

· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about the Incarnation
· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about statues

· Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about how they make moral decisions
Part D Questions – Statement (15 marks)

· ‘Evil and suffering prove that God does not exist’

· ‘Suffering brings people closer to God’

· A good (all-loving God) would not allow suffering

· ‘The Trinity is the most important Roman Catholic belief’

· ‘Jesus was only human’

· ‘The only authority we should follow is our conscience’ 

· ‘Roman Catholics should only use their conscience to make moral decisions’

· ‘Statues and sculptures help people worship God’

· ‘A pilgrimage to Lourdes helps to overcome suffering’

b) Describe Catholic views about the origin of the universe (5)





God created the world from nothing - ‘ex nihilo’ – this teaching comes from St Augustine in his book ‘The Confessions’ 


The world had a beginning – this idea comes from the book of Genesis which shows that God is the creator if the universe 


God created the heavens and the earth which means God exists outside of time and space (transcendent)


It also teaches that humans are the most important part of creation as they were created last.


The Catholic Church accepts the Genesis accounts of creation as symbolic stories and they shouldn’t be read literally. 








Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about the origin of the universe (8)        





The Catholic Church teaches that God created the world ex nihilo. This teaching comes from St Augustine in his Confessions – he argues that God created heaven and earth from nothing.





Catholics believe the world had a beginning and God created the heavens and the earth which means God exists outside of time and space (transcendent). 





The book of Genesis teaches Catholics that God created humans in his image and likeness. It also teaches that humans are the most important part of creation as they were created last.





Fundamentalist Christians believe that Genesis is a literal account of creation. God created the world in six 24 hour days. Adam and Eve were the first humans – they were the beginning of the species. Unlike Catholics, any scientific account that conflicts with Genesis is incorrect. 


They also believe that God created the world ‘ex nihilo’ and that creation shows that God is omnipotent and transcendent.











d) ‘God is the origin of the universe’ (15) 





Agree


Many Orthodox Jews may accept that God created the world in six day – Genesis in the Torah 


Fundamentalist Christians read the Genesis account literally. They believe the Bible is the direct word of God and God would not lie to his people. 


Fundamentalists - God created the universe in six 24 hour days


Catholics are willing to accept modern scientific ideas about the world. However, they still believe God is responsible for the creation of the universe. 


Pope John Paul said that “The Catholic Church does not require a literal interpretation of Genesis. The Big Bang and Evolution could be part of God’s plan. “


St Augustine – God created the world ‘ex nihilo’ as shown in his ‘Confessions’ 





Disagree:


Stephen Hawking’s Big Bang theory is a clear challenge – universe is a unique, spontaneous and chance event.


Richard Dawkins – as an atheist he argues that science has disproved God as the origin. The creation of humans is a just a lucky genetic mutation. 


Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution – this challenges the literal interpretation of Genesis and says humans were not created perfectly. 


Big Bang proves there is no need for a creator and things just happen for themselves.




















b) Describe the teaching of the Catholic Church on scientific origins of the universe (5) 





The vast majority of Catholics believe in Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution. They argue that evolution was part of God’s plan for creation.





St Augustine taught that God created the world ‘ex nihilo’ which means from nothing. Catholics see this as proof that God is the cause of evolution.





The book of Genesis teaches that God created the world in six 24 hour days. However, Pope John Paul II said that Catholics don’t have to read this literally. Instead Catholics should read the story as a myth that teaches important things about God. Pope John Paul also there is no conflict between evolution and religion. 














d) ‘Scientific theories have shown God did not create the universe’ 





Agree:


Stephen Hawking’s Big Bang theory is a clear challenge – the universe is a unique, spontaneous and chance event that does not need God


Richard Dawkins – as an atheist he argues that science has disproved God as the origin. The creation of humans is a just a lucky genetic mutation. 


Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution – this challenges the literal interpretation of Genesis and says humans were not created perfectly. 


The Big Bang theory proves there is no need for a creator and things just happen for themselves.





Disagree:


The Catholic Church teaches that God created the world ex nihilo. This teaching comes from St Augustine in his Confessions – he argues that God created heaven and earth from nothing.


Catholics believe the world had a beginning. The book of Genesis teaches Catholics that God created humans in his image and likeness. 


Catholics believe God created the world but Genesis should be read as a myth. A myth should not be understood as an invented fictional account. Catholics are willing to accept modern scientific ideas about the world. However, they still believe God is responsible for the creation of the universe. This belief was confirmed by Pope John Paul II who said God could be responsible for the Big Bang. 


Fundamentalist Christians believe that Genesis is a literal account of creation. God created the world in six 24 hour days. Adam and Eve were the first humans – they were the beginning of the species. 











b) Describe Catherine of Siena’s teaching about being created in the image of God (5) 





She believes all humans were created in the image of God – imago dei. Humans are placed above all creatures. They are the pinnacle of creation. “Man is placed above all creatures”


Humans reflect God. We are a mirror image of God. 


God created everyone out of love. Human beings have a dignity meaning life is sacred. In the same way that children come from their parents, humans come from God. 

















Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about the sanctity of life (8)     





Roman Catholics believe that they were created in the image and likeness of God. This is called the ‘imago dei’ and comes from the book of Genesis. 





This teaching was reinforced by Catherine of Siena who argued that humans ‘reflect’ God and that we are the pinnacle of creation. “Man is placed above all creatures”. 





Jewish people agree with Roman Catholics about the sanctity of life. They follow the teachings of the Torah which outlines that God created all people. 





Jews also believe in Pikuach Nefesh which is the teaching that laws can be broken in order to save or protect human life.





The sanctity of life is also supported in the Ten Commandments which states ‘Do not kill’. Only God can give life and take it away. 








d) ‘Humans are the pinnacle of creation’





Agree:


Roman Catholics believe that they were created in the image and likeness of God. This is called the ‘imago dei’ and comes from the book of Genesis. As humans were created by God in his image then all life is sacred and belongs to God.


This teaching was reinforced by Catherine of Siena who argued that humans ‘reflect’ God and that we are the pinnacle of creation. “Man is placed above all creatures”. In the same way that children come from their parents, humans come from God. 


The book of Genesis teaches “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and rule it”. Catholics believe they have been given responsibility to look after the world because they are the pinnacle of creation. 


In Michelangelo’s ‘Creation of Adam’ we see that humans are created in God’s image and we reflect God highlighting that humans are the pinnacle. 





Disagree:


Humanist, Peter Singer would firmly disagree. He accuses Christians of being speciest because they believe that human life is more important than animal life. Singer believes that both humans and animals have rights.


He argues that quality of life is more important than sanctity of life. If a human is suffering then, like an animal it should be allowed to have its life ended.


He argues that embryos, new born babies, those in a coma and elderly suffering from dementia are biological life. This means that they are not the pinnacle of creation as Catholics argue.


A human is someone that can think and feel. If they cannot do this, then they are not the pinnacle of creation. 

















b) Describe Catholic beliefs/teaching about abortion (5) 


Catholics believe all abortion is wrong. Life begins at the moment of conception so to remove the foetus before it can survive is murder. 


They believe in the sanctity of life. God gave life and only God can take it away. 


This idea is called the ‘imago dei’ and it states that all humans reflect or mirror God 


Humans are the pinnacle of creation and the Bible teaches that they should not end life e.g. “Do not kill”


Catholics believe that adoption is an alternative to abortion that should be carried out. 














Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about abortion (8)   


 


Catholics believe life begins at conception – any form of abortion is then considered murder. The 6th commandment in the book of Exodus says ‘Do not kill’. 


Catholics believe in the sanctity of life and the imago dei – both beliefs mean abortion is not acceptable. Pope Francis said “say yes to life and no to death”





The Church of England do not agree with abortion but understand than it can be permitted in certain situations or circumstances. 


The Church of England also argue that abortion can be the ‘lesser of two evils’. Situations such as rape or severe disability mean abortion is permitted. The Church calls for better sex education to prevent unwanted pregnancy. 








d) ‘Abortion is always wrong’ (15) 





Agree:


The Church of England do not agree with abortion but understand than it can be permitted in certain situations or circumstances. 


The Church of England also argue that abortion can be the ‘lesser of two evils’. Situations such as rape or severe disability mean abortion is permitted. 


The main ‘non-religious’ views come from ‘Humanism’. They have a mostly ‘pro-choice’ view – the rights of the mother outweigh the rights of the foetus


Peter Singer argues that abortion isn’t always wrong because they focus more on the ‘quality of life’ argument rather than the ‘sanctity of life’. 


Disagree:


Catholics disagree because life begins at conception – any form of abortion is then considered murder. 


Catholics believe in the sanctity of life and the imago dei – both beliefs mean abortion is not acceptable.


They also disagree because if God created humans in his image then any action to end life is an act against God. The 6th commandment in the book of Exodus says ‘Do not kill’. Furthermore, the teaching of the Church is that abortion is wrong in all circumstances. Pope Francis said “say yes to life and no to death”


























b) Describe what the two creation accounts in Genesis reveal about God and humans (5)





They show that God is the creator of the universe and that God is omnipotent because it says God created the world in six days. 


They show that God is eternal – the fact that God creates the heavens and earth shows that God already existed


They show that God created the world ‘ex nihilo’ because Genesis says there was nothing before God created the world


They show that God is omni-benevolent because God created humans in his image and likeness (imago dei)


They show that human life is sacred – this is the sanctity of life. God cerate life and only God can take it away. 








Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about the creation stories in Genesis (8)        








Roman Catholics believe that Genesis contains important teachings about God and humans. They read Genesis as a myth and do not accept that the creation story is a literal account of the origin of the world. Genesis 2 shows that humans were created in the image of God. This is known as the imago dei.





The Catholic Church believe that Genesis teaches that God created the world ex nihilo. This teaching comes from St Augustine in his Confessions – he argues that God created heaven and earth from nothing. 





Catholics believe the world had a beginning and God created the heavens and the earth which means God exists outside of time and space (transcendent)


Fundamentalist Christians believe Genesis is a literal account of creation. God created the world in six 24 hour days. Adam and Eve were the first humans – they were the beginning of the species. Unlike Catholics, they do not accept scientific theories such as the Big Bang and Evolution.  








d) ‘God created humans to look after the earth’ (15) 





Agree:


Roman Catholics believe in stewardship. This is the belief that they have to look after the earth and hand more on to the next generation.


The book of Genesis teaches “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and rule it”. Catholics believe they have a responsibility to look after the world that God gave them.


Catholics believe they have made a covenant (an agreement) with God to look after the earth. 


Pope Francis wrote a letter called ‘Laudato si’ which said that all people have a responsibility for the planet and future generations as the world was a gift from God. 


The Bible contains clear teachings related to stewardship and how humans should look after the world e.g. ‘Do not steal” linked to sharing resources and “love your neighbour” showing that we should care who those who are poor. 





Disagree:


Humanists are non-religious people who believe that we only have one life. We also have a responsibility to protect all life and the planet. However, they do not believe that God created the earth and reject the teaching in Genesis.


Peter Singer believes we should care about the planet because we have a responsibility for future generations. however, for humanists this has nothing to do with God. 


Humanism teaches that we need to introduce birth control programmes (contraception) to limit population growth. This is the best way of controlling population and protecting the future of the planet








b) Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the Bible (5) 





Roman Catholics believe the Bible is the word of God - “All scripture is inspired by God.” Main source of inspiration and revelation for Christians 


Catholics believe parts of the Bible are myth and some parts should be read in the context of the time they were written. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “to discover the truth we must consider the time and culture”


The Bible acts as a guide to Catholics. It provides laws and teachings to help live a moral life e.g. the Ten Commandments, the parables of Jesus and the letters of St Paul.








Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about the Bible (8)     





Roman Catholics believe the Bible is the word of God - “All scripture is inspired by God.” It is the main source of inspiration and revelation for Christians.





Roman Catholics believe the Bible contains the Old and New Testament which reveal the different covenants (promises/agreements) God made with the world. 





Catholics believe parts of the Bible are myth. The Magisterium teaches that some parts should be read in the context of the time they were written. 





Fundamentalist Christians believe that the Bible is the word of God and all parts of the Bible should be accepted as truth. Genesis is a literal account of creation. God created the world in six 24 hour days


They also believe that Adam and Eve were the first humans – they were the beginning of the species. Any scientific account that conflicts with Genesis is incorrect. God inspired the writers of the Bible so the Bible has no errors. God is infallible (perfect). 








d) ‘The Bible is the word of God’ (15) 





Agree:


Roman Catholics believe the Bible is the word of God - “All scripture is inspired by God.” (2 Timothy 3:16). It is the main source of inspiration and revelation for Christians about their beliefs in God and Jesus. God spoke to people through the Holy Spirit. 


Roman Catholics believe the Bible contains the Old and New Testament which reveal the different covenants (promises/agreements) God made with the world’. The Bible contains a range of different literary forms. For example, poetry, songs, prayers, history, prophecy, letters and biography. 


Catholics believe parts of the Bible are myth and some parts should be read in the context of the time they were written. The Bible acts as a guide to Catholics. It provides laws and teachings to help live a moral life e.g. the Ten Commandments, the parables of Jesus and the letters of St Paul.


Fundamentalist Christians believe that the Bible is the word of God and all parts of the Bible should be accepted as truth. Genesis is a literal account of creation. God created the world in six 24 hour days





Disagree:


Stephen Hawking’s Big Bang theory is a clear challenge because it shows that Genesis is incorrect as the universe is a unique, spontaneous and chance event that does not need God.


Humanists would argue that the Bible is not the word of God as there is no God. The Bible was written by human beings about their own beliefs.


The Bible contains many teachings that people would consider out of date such as attitudes to homosexuality and teachings about women. This makes people question whether the Bible is the word of God. 





b) Describe how the Creation of Adam expresses Catholic beliefs about creation, God and humans. (5 marks)





God is portrayed as both omnipotent and omniscient. God looks strong and powerful and his grey beard and hair suggest age/wisdom.


God is omnipotent – flying through the heavens Rand surrounded by a swirling crowd of angels


God stretches out to Adam whereas Adam is quite laidback. This shows the love of God for humans. Some people see the cloud as a brain to represent omniscience. God being above Adam shows that God is transcendent.


The fingers about to touch represent the spark of life – this links to sanctity of life. Life is sacred and belongs to God. Adam is young and naked which shows the parent like relationship between God and humans. God and Adam mirror one another in the picture which shows that humans are created in God’s image (imago dei). Arms and shoulders are identical  








Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about the use of art and symbols about God (8)     





Roman Catholics use a variety of art and symbols to express their beliefs about God and Jesus. Michelangelo’s ‘Creation of Adam’ is one of the most famous pieces of artwork that contains different beliefs about God. For example, God is portrayed as both omnipotent and omniscient. God looks strong and powerful and his grey beard and hair suggest age/wisdom. God is omnipotent as he is flying through the heavens Rand surrounded by a swirling crowd of angels





Roman Catholics also use a variety of symbols to show beliefs about God. The Tree of Life Mosaic contains a number of different symbols that represent Christian beliefs. For example, the hand of God represents God reaching out to his son Jesus and taking him to heaven. Following Jesus’ death on the cross it is believed that Jesus rose again. The hand shows God’s power to overcome death.





Jewish people will not use art or images of God. The second commandment teaches “You shall not worship idols”. This shows that Jews must not make images of God or they will be breaking his commandments. Jews believe that people will start to worship the art/image instead of focusing their worship on God.

















b) Describe how the Tree of Life Mosaic expresses Christian beliefs about God and Jesus (5)





The hand of God represents God reaching out to his son Jesus and taking him to heaven. Following Jesus’ death on the cross it is believed that Jesus rose again. The hand shows God’s power to overcome death.


Twelve of the lambs represent the twelve disciples who were given the task of passing on Jesus’ message. The lamb in the centre with a halo represents Jesus who is known as the Lamb of God. It links back to the Passover story in the book of Exodus. Jesus will be sacrificed to save the world like the lambs were sacrificed to save the Jewish slaves. 


The tree and vines are symbolic of how the message of Christianity will grow and spread throughout the world. The tree is the tree of life and vines/branches will grow as the Jesus’ message is passed on. 























b) Describe how CAFOD helps those in need (5)





CAFOD helps those in need by providing long term aid. This is linked to development programmes such as schools, hospitals, education and jobs.


They also offer short term aid. This provides emergency and disaster relief such as Food, water, medicine and shelter.


CAFOD also help those in need by raising awareness. They use social media, the CAFOD website as well as posters and leaflets in churches and schools 


They also help through social justice campaigns. CAFOD have been linked to major campaigns such as ‘Make Poverty History’ and recently looking at the problems caused by climate change.


CAFOD also help those in need through education and fundraising. Catholic schools teach about CAFOD as part of the RE curriculum and schools have assemblies and conferences on the work of the charity. Schools also raise money with non-uniform day and different sponsored events.














d) ‘Charity is a waste of time’ (15)





Agree:


Charities such as CAFOD and the SVP have been supporting poor people for many years and it doesn’t seem to make a difference. People continue to be poor.


It should not be the responsibility of charity but governments. Governments can improve employment and housing more effectively than charities. 


In many poor countries the money the money and support given by charities can be ruined by natural disasters or corrupt governments. 





Disagree


Catholics believe in the sanctity of life and the imago dei. This means that life is scared and belongs to God and that humans were created in God’s image. We should work for charity to help others.


The book Genesis teaches ‘stewardship’. This means that we have a responsibility to hand more on to the next generation: “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and rule it”.


Catholic charities like CAFOD and the SVP follow the teachings of Jesus which say we have to care for the poor. The parable of the sheep and goats shows that we have to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and care for the sick.


Jesus taught his followers to ‘Love their neighbour’ which means we should give to charity to help those in need.


Humanists also believe that human life is important. They believe in quality of life. Charity can help to improve lives so we should support it.








b) Describe how the SVP helps those that are suffering (5)





The St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) is a Catholic charity whose mission is to uphold human dignity and show love of neighbour.


The charity is based on the Jesus’ parable of the sheep and goats from the Gospel of Matthew which teaches people to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger and care for the sick.


The SVP feed the hungry through food banks, soup kitchens and raising money in Catholic churches and schools.


The charity welcomes the stranger by offering shelter for the homeless, visiting those who may be lonely and providing holiday camps for families that are in need. 


The SVP work in the UK and abroad to provide doctors to care for the sick in the poorest parts of the world. They also have volunteers who visit the sick and elderly as well as asking people to make donations to support the charity. 








b) Describe Catholic beliefs about Catholic Social Teaching (5) 





Catholic Social Teaching is the official teachings of the Catholic Church on matters of social justice. Catholics believe that all humans were created in the image and likeness of God. This teaching comes from the book of Genesis and is called the Imago Dei. 





Catholics Social Teaching was focused on people being treated fairly. The Church produced a document in the 1960’s called Gaudium et spes which teaches about treating people fairly and with dignity. 





Catholic Social Teaching has six main areas of focus. For example, it focuses on human dignity and care for the community. This shows that Catholics have a responsibility to show “love of neighbour”. 





Furthermore, it teaches about care for creation which is linked to stewardship and the teachings of Genesis that we have to look after the planet and hand more on to the next generation. 





d) ‘Loving God is more important than loving your neighbour’ (15)





Agree:


The Ten Commandments show that loving God is more important because the first commandment is “You shall no other God’s but me”


Roman Catholics believe God is the creator if the universe which means we should show love of God for creating the world: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”


Roman Catholics worship God through prayer and attending Mass weekly showing that love of God is more important than love of neighbour. 





Disagree:


The book Genesis teaches ‘stewardship’. This means that we have a responsibility to hand more on to the next generation: “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and rule it”. This shows love of neighbour is more important. 


Catholic charities like CAFOD and the SVP follow the teachings of Jesus which say we have to care for the poor. The parable of the sheep and goats shows that we have to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and care for the sick which shows love of neighbour. 


Jesus taught his followers to ‘Love their neighbour’ which means we should give to charity to help those in need.


Humanists also believe that human life is important. They believe in quality of life. Charity can help to improve lives so we should support it.


Roman Catholics follow Catholic social teaching which means they have a responsibility toward justice and peace in the world. Catholics follow the teaching of Gaudium et spes which teaches about treating people fairly and with dignity. 








b) Describe the Catholic belief about the origins of evil (5)


St Augustine believed that the relationship between God and humanity began in a state of total perfection. 


However, this perfection was corrupted by the actions of humans and their relationship with God was tainted 


Humans are the cause of evil and suffering. This is known as original sin and is based on the story of Adam and Eve. 


Augustine argued that evil does not come from God but arises when God's creations fail to live up to the standards God expects of them. Augustine calls this a privation (an absence of good). It is when they fail to live up to these standards that the relationship between God and humans is strained. 








c)  Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about the origin of evil.





St Augustine believed that the relationship between God and humanity began in a state of total perfection. However, this perfection was corrupted by the actions of humans and their relationship with God was tainted (this is shown in the actions of Adam and Eve in Genesis) 





Humans fell from their state of perfection by using their free will to make choices that drove a wedge between God and the world. 





Augustine argued that evil does not come from God. Augustine calls this a privation (an absence of good). It is when humans fail to live up to God’s standards. 





Some Christians believe that God created the world imperfectly so that humans could grow and develop. John Hick called this ‘Soul Making’ and it means that God allowed evil and suffering on purpose. It is part of God’s creation. 





d) ‘Evil and suffering prove that god does not exist’ (15)





Agree:


God is meant to be all powerful, all knowing and all loving. Surely if God had all these abilities he would and could prevent all evil. 


John Mackie argues that the existence of evil proves that God is not powerful and loving. He calls this the inconsistent triad. The three ideas contradict each other which proves God does not exist. 


William Rowe and John Stuart Mill argue that the world is too unfair for there to be a God. They give examples of moral and natural evil that and question why God would allow this. 


Richard Dawkins argues that the world contains too much suffering for there to be a God. He uses the example of the digger wasp that lays its eggs in other insects which then hatch and kill the insect. Dawkins says a good God would not have created this. 





Disagree:


St Augustine argues that evil is a privation. It is an absence of good. Humans were given free will by God but they were tempted and became the cause of evil and suffering. 


St Augustine says that evil and suffering help people appreciate the good in the world “we enjoy and value the good more when we compare it to the evil”


John Hick says that God created the world with evil and suffering on purpose. He says that evil and suffering help people grow and develop. It is how we respond to evil that is important. This is called soul making.


Jews believe that God created all humans with two choices. To do good or to do evil. God gave laws through the Torah which help guide Jews to make good choices. Humans cause suffering rather than God. 








b) Describe how evil and suffering challenges the belief that God is good (omni-benevolent) (5)





Evil and suffering can challenge belief in God’s goodness because Christian’s believe that God is omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient (all-knowing) and omnibenevolent (all-loving). 


If God has all of these powers he could and should prevent evil from occurring. However, evil exist so this challenges God’s goodness.


Augustine believes that God created the world perfectly and the book of Genesis says the creation was good. However, evil and suffering challenge the belief that God is all good.


There are lots of examples of moral and natural evil in the world which make people think God cannot be good. Natural disasters that kill people for no reason challenge God’s goodness. 











d) ‘Suffering brings people closer to God’ (15)





Agree:


Catholics believe that suffering is sometimes necessary. This means that suffering can prove your commitment to your faith. For example, the Bible teaches that Jesus suffered and died on the cross.


John Hick says that God created the world with evil and suffering on purpose. He says that evil and suffering help people grow and develop. It is how we respond to evil that is important. This is called soul making. Evil and suffering is part of God’s plan.


St Augustine says that evil and suffering help people appreciate the good in the world “we enjoy and value the good more when we compare it to the evil”. God allows evil and suffering on purpose. 


Disagree:


William Rowe and John Stuart Mill argue that the world is too unfair for there to be a God. They give examples of moral and natural evil that cause suffering and question why God would allow this to happen if God was real. 


Richard Dawkins argues that the world contains too much suffering for there to be a God. He uses the example of the digger wasp that lays its eggs in other insects which then hatch and kill the insect. Dawkins says a good God would not have created this. 


God is meant to be all powerful, all knowing and all loving. If God had all these abilities he would and could prevent all suffering. Therefore, as evil and suffering happens so much in the world then God must not exist. 


John Mackie argues that the existence of evil and suffering proves that God is not powerful and loving. He calls this the inconsistent triad. The three ideas contradict each other which proves God does not exist.





b) Describe Catholic beliefs (John Paul II) about suffering (5)





Pope John Paul II wrote a letter to all Catholics in the 1980’s called Salvifici Doloris which means the ‘beauty of suffering’. 


Pope John Paul II argued that love comes from suffering and evil. Like Augustine, he said that suffering leads people to respond with kindness.


Suffering inspires Catholics to work with charities like CAFOD and the SVP


God will reward those that suffer. This was shown through Jesus who suffered and died but three days later was resurrected.


Suffering can prove your commitment to your faith. For example, the Bible teaches that Jesus suffered and died on the cross.








c) Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about suffering (8)





Pope John Paul II wrote a letter to all Catholics in the 1980’s called Salvifici Doloris which means the ‘beauty of suffering’. 





Pope John Paul II argued that love comes from suffering and evil. Like Augustine, he said that suffering leads people to respond with kindness.





Suffering inspires Catholics to work with charities like CAFOD and the SVP. God will reward those that suffer. This was shown through Jesus who suffered and died but three days later was resurrected.





Suffering can prove your commitment to your faith. For example, the Bible teaches that Jesus suffered and died on the cross.





Jewish people argue that suffering is caused by their failure to follow the commandments and mitzvot. The commandments and mitzvot are part of the covenant between God and the Jewish people. If they follow the laws of the Torah, then they will avoid suffering.





Jews believe in pikuach nefesh which means certain laws can be broken in order to save lives. This teaching comes from the Torah and Talmud. 








d) ‘A good God would not allow suffering’ (15)





Agree:


William Rowe and John Stuart Mill argue that the world is too unfair for there to be a God. They give examples of moral and natural evil that cause suffering and question why God would allow this to happen if God was real. 


Richard Dawkins argues that the world contains too much suffering for there to be a God. He uses the example of the digger wasp that lays its eggs in other insects which then hatch and kill the insect. Dawkins says a good God would not have created this. 


God is meant to be all powerful, all knowing and all loving. If God had all these abilities he would and could prevent all suffering. Therefore, as evil and suffering happens so much in the world then God must not exist. 


John Mackie argues that the existence of evil and suffering proves that God is not powerful and loving. He calls this the inconsistent triad. The three ideas contradict each other which proves God does not exist.


Disagree:


Catholics believe that suffering is sometimes necessary. This means that suffering can prove your commitment to your faith. For example, the Bible teaches that Jesus suffered and died on the cross. Christians should follow the example of Jesus and accept that suffering is a part of their life.


Furthermore, suffering requires Christians to respond. When Christians see other people suffering they are taught that they have a responsibility to help those less fortunate. For instance, charities such as CAFOD and the SVP follow the teaching of Jesus to ‘Treat others how you would like to be treated’. When they see people suffering they can offer support through fundraising, raising awareness and providing education to try and prevent suffering in the future.


Finally, Christians are taught that they may have to suffer because they are expected to put the needs of other people first. The book of Isaiah teaches about the ‘suffering servant.’





b) Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the Trinity (5)


Roman Catholics believe in the Trinity. This is the idea that God exists as three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


The Bible includes direct references to Jesus as the Son of God and the Holy Spirit. When Jesus is baptised he is referred to as the Son of God. At Pentecost the Disciples were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. The Nicene Creed (statement of Christian beliefs) refers to God as father, son and Holy Spirit. 


Augustine developed the idea of the Trinity for Catholics. He used the example of love to explain the idea. Augustine described God as Love, Lover and Beloved








c) Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions beliefs about the Trinity (8)





Roman Catholics believe in the Trinity. This is the idea that God exists as three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Each person is unique but they are all part of one God. 





Augustine developed the idea of the Trinity for Catholics. He used the example of love to explain the idea. Augustine described God as Love, Lover and Beloved. 


The Bible includes direct references to Jesus as the Son of God and the Holy Spirit. When Jesus is baptised he is referred to as the Son of God. At Pentecost the Disciples were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. 





Jewish people reject the belief in the Trinity. Jews are monotheist which is the belief that God is one. This teaching comes from the Shema and the Torah: “You shall have no other Gods before me”. 





Jews do not accept that Jesus is the Son of God. The Jewish Messiah will be a human descendant of King David as foretold by the prophet Isaiah. 











d) ‘The Trinity is the most important Catholic belief’ (15)





Agree:


Roman Catholics may agree because they believe that God exists as three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Each person is unique but they are all part of one God. 


The Bible includes direct references to Jesus as the Son of God and the Holy Spirit. When Jesus is baptised he is referred to as the Son of God. At Pentecost the Disciples were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. 


It can be seen as the most important belief because it comes from the Nicene Creed. This is a statement of Christian beliefs which refers to God as father, son and Holy Spirit. 


Augustine developed the idea of the Trinity for Catholics. He used the example of love to explain the idea. Augustine described God as Love, Lover and Beloved.


It shows that God is different to humans highlighting the idea that God is transcendent and omnipotent. 


Disagree:


Some Christians might argue that they simply can’t understand the belief in the Trinity. It is very difficult to accept the belief that God is three persons in one; it is not logical. 


Some may argue that there is no real proof that the Trinity is real. The evidence we have for the incarnation is based on biblical stories that may not be based in fact.








b) Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the Incarnation (5)


The Incarnation is the belief that God became human in the person of Jesus. Roman Catholics believe that Jesus is both human and divine. 


Beliefs about the Incarnation also come from the Gospel of John. The Gospel teaches: “The word became flesh and made its dwelling amongst us”.


St Paul says that Jesus becomes a servant and is willing to die. Jesus becomes a perfect example of someone who is willing to put the needs of other people first. 


This idea is found in the Kenosis hymn. Kenosis is a Greek word meaning empty and it shows how Jesus gave up his power to become human. 








c) Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about the incarnation (8) 





The Incarnation is the belief that God became human in the person of Jesus. It is significant for Roman Catholics because they believe that Jesus is both human and divine. 





Beliefs about the Incarnation are also significant because of the Gospel of John. The Gospel mentions how Jesus is the ‘Word of God’. John teaches. “The word became flesh and made its dwelling amongst us”.





St Paul taught Christians that God become human to be an example to people. This idea is found in the Kenosis hymn. Kenosis is a Greek word meaning empty and it shows how Jesus gave up his power to become human. 





Jewish people reject the belief in the Incarnation. Jews are monotheist which is the belief that God is one. This teaching comes from the Shema and the Torah: “You shall have no other Gods before me”. 





Jews do not accept that Jesus is the Son of God. The Jewish Messiah will be a human descendant of King David as foretold by the prophet Isaiah. 








d) ‘Jesus was only human’ (15)





Agree:


There are many examples in the Bible that seem to show that Jesus was human rather than divine e.g. when Jesus became angry in the temple and overturned the tables because of how God’s house was being used.


We also see Jesus anxious about his death when he is in the Garden of Gethsemane. 


Furthermore, when Jesus is crucified he seems to suffer pain. This does not seem to show the power of God.





Disagree:


The Incarnation is the belief that God became human in the person of Jesus. Roman Catholics believe that Jesus is both human and divine. This means that Jesus has both human characteristics and the powers of God. For example, stories such as the virgin birth, the miracles of Jesus and the resurrection highlight that Jesus had the powers of God. Likewise, the fact that Jesus suffered and died on the cross highlights his human nature.


Beliefs about the Incarnation also come from the Gospel of John. The Gospel mentions how Jesus is the ‘Word of God’. John teaches that the word is eternal and that the word becomes flesh in Jesus. God becomes human in Jesus to spread his word (message) to humanity. “The word became flesh and made its dwelling amongst us”.


Roman Catholics also believe that the incarnation is an example of how humans should act toward one another. St Paul taught Christians that God become human to be an example to people. 


St Paul says that Jesus becomes a servant and is willing to die. Jesus becomes a perfect example of someone who is willing to put the needs of other people first. This idea is found in the Kenosis hymn. Kenosis is a Greek word meaning empty and it shows how Jesus gave up his power to become human. 








b) Describe how the Bible helps Catholics make moral decisions (5)





The main source of guidance for Catholics is the Bible, in particular the teaching and example of Jesus. Roman Catholics believe that the Bible is the Word of God.


The Bible contains many examples of teachings from Jesus such as the ‘Beatitudes’ which outlined the different qualities that Jesus expected from his followers. For example, Jesus said “Blessed are the merciful (forgiving)”, “Blessed are the pure in heart (just and fair)” and “Blessed are the peacemakers”. 


Jesus also gave the Sermon on the Mount. This is a teaching found in the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus updates the laws of Moses in the Torah. For example, Jesus teaches that his followers should not only love their neighbour but also love their enemies. In addition, Jesus also tells his followers to not take revenge but to turn the other cheek. 





c) Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions how they make moral decisions (8) 





Roman Catholics use the Bible to make moral decisions because it is the main source of revelation. Also, because Catholics believe that the Bible is the Word of God and the writers were inspired by the Holy Spirit.





It is also important because it contains the teaching and example of Jesus. For instance, Jesus gave the ‘Beatitudes’ which outlined the different qualities that Jesus expected from his followers. For example, Jesus said “Blessed are the merciful (forgiving)” 





Furthermore, Jesus also gave the Sermon on the Mount. This is a teaching found in the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus tells his followers to not take revenge but to turn the other cheek. Jesus updates the laws of Moses. 





Jewish people will use the Torah as their main source of guidance. The Torah is the written law of God and contains the Ten Commandments e.g. “Do not kill” 





Jews also use the Talmud which is the teaching of the rabbis. The Rabbis interpret the 613 mitzvot as found in the Torah and give clear direction on how Jewish people should live their lives e.g. pikuach nefesh. 








d) ‘The bible is the best source of guidance for Roman Catholics’ (15)





Agree:


The Bible is the word of God. It has ultimate authority for Christian moral decision making.


The Bible contains God’s teachings on behaviour; this gives Christian’s very clear moral guidance e.g. the Ten Commandments. 


The Bible contains the teachings of Jesus.  The belief that Jesus is the Son of God means Christians must follow his teachings and these teaching are found in the Bible.


The Bible contains the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount. These are key teachings of Jesus that guide people on how they should live their lives.





Disagree


Christians need use Natural Law and their conscience as a guide. The Bible is out of date and does not give guidance on moral issues such as abortion or euthanasia.


The Catholic Church says that the Bible should be read in context of when it was written. 


Stephen Hawking’s Big Bang theory is a clear challenge because it shows that Genesis is incorrect as the universe is a unique, spontaneous and chance event that does not need God.


Humanists would argue that the Bible is not the word of God as there is no God. The Bible was written by human beings about their own beliefs.


The Bible contains many teachings that people would consider out of date such as attitudes to homosexuality and teachings about women. This makes people question whether the Bible is the word of God. 








b) Describe how Roman Catholics make moral decisions (5)





Roman Catholics use a variety of sources to help them make moral decisions. 


The main source of guidance for Catholics is the Bible, in particular the teaching and example of Jesus. 


Roman Catholics believe there is a universal moral law of right and wrong called Natural Law. This means that the law is the same for all people at all times. Catholics are guided to follow this law by their conscience. The conscience is the inner feeling of right and wrong.


Furthermore, Catholics believe that living a good moral life and following your conscience requires practice. Doing the right thing is not always easy. Catholics believe there are moral habits called virtues which support people to become more moral.











d) ‘Conscience is the best moral guide’ (15)





Agree:


Catholics believe that natural law is proof that God exists and God created all humans because we all are aware of what is right and what is wrong. God has provided everyone with a conscience and it has two functions.


The conscience gives people he ability to know what is right and wrong


The conscience is the impulse to do what is right and avoid what is wrong. This part leads to guilt when we make wrong choices. 





Disagree:


Your conscience might be wrong and could lead you to make immoral decisions.


Some people argue that conscience is just your upbringing. If this is true, then it might not be the best guide because you may not have had a positive upbringing. 


Some argue that the Bible is the best because the word of God. It has ultimate authority for Christian moral decision making.


Furthermore, he Bible contains God’s teachings on behaviour; this gives Christian’s very clear moral guidance e.g. the Ten Commandments. 


The Bible contains the teachings of Jesus.  The belief that Jesus is the Son of God means Christians must follow his teachings and these teaching are found in the Bible.


The Bible contains the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount. These are key teachings of Jesus that guide people on how they should live their lives.








b) Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about statues (5)





A common feature in Catholic churches are statues. There will be a crucifix, a statue of Mary and a statue of the saint after whom the church is named. 


The crucifix is the most common focus for Catholic prayer and it reminds Catholics of the incarnation, but also of the suffering of Jesus which, for Catholics, is a reminder of God’s love for them. 


Catholics do not pray to the statues. The statues are reminders of God and Jesus and these help them to focus their prayer on what really matters. 


Catholics would say that they do not pray to Mary and the saints but they ask Mary and the saints to intercede on their behalf and pray to God for them. 








c) Explain, from either Catholic Christianity and Judaism or two Christian traditions, teachings about statues (8) 





Catholics have statues of Jesus to honour and preserve his memory. It is also a place to focus on when praying so that the mind can truly connect with and focus on Jesus. 





Statues of Jesus also remind Catholics of the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus when they pray in Church. It helps Catholics to connect with and appreciate the great sacrifice that Jesus made for the world. 





Statues of the Virgin Mary and the Saints are used to remind people of the lives of those people lived. They pray in the hope they will intercede on our behalf. 


Jewish people will not use statues or sculptures. The second commandment teaches “You shall not worship idols”. This shows that Jews must not make images of God or they will be breaking his commandments. 





Jews believe that people will start to worship statue instead of focusing their worship on God. Jews are monotheist and this teaching goes against the commandments and the covenant with Abraham. 











d) ‘Churches should be plain so Christians can focus on God’ (15)





Agree:


Making religious statues goes against the 2nd Commandment that says “Do not worship idols”.


Abraham introduced monotheism and prevented his father from selling idols (statues) to worship. Christians should worship God alone and not worship statues of saints and Mary.


If a Church has statues of Mary and the saints, then people will focus on them instead of God and Jesus. 


Some protestant churches have no statues so people are distracted and can just focus on the word of God. 





Disagree:


Statues of Mary or the Disciples remind Catholics of the type of people they were. They are like photographs of important people that we might keep. 


Jesus on the cross is the most important statue as it reminds Catholics of the incarnation – God becoming flesh in Jesus. 


Pope Francis said of prayer: ‘In times of suffering prayer is of even more help…’. Statues focus prayers. 


Catholics don’t worship statues. They ask Mary and the Saints to intercede for them. This means to take their prayers to God. 


The statues are physical reminders of God and Jesus. They help Catholics to focus their prayers in the Church. 


Statues provide a focus for Catholics. It means they can be focused on prayer whilst in Church. 


The Stations of the Cross help Catholics remember the suffering that Jesus went through.








b) Describe how Michelangelo expresses Catholic beliefs about God’s goodness and the meaning of human suffering in Pieta (5)





The shadow created by the fold of in Mary’s garment is a symbol of a wound. This represents representing Mary’s pain watching Jesus die. 


Many mothers, like the Virgin Mary, who have lost children have claimed that the Pieta is a source of comfort for them.


Jesus in Mary’s arms represents that Mary is a mother holding her child. Catholics can use Mary as a focus of prayer to help them overcome suffering. 


Her open hand suggests that she is at peace and accepts her suffering. 


Mary’s hand does not touch Jesus- it is covered with a cloth. This suggests the sacredness of his body.


The death of Jesus was a sacrifice to give salvation to all people which shows his goodness. 

















d) ‘Statues and sculptures help Catholics to worship God’ (15)





Agree:


Statues of Mary or the Disciples remind Catholics of the type of people they were. They are like photographs of important people that we might keep. 


Jesus on the cross is the most important statue as it reminds Catholics of the incarnation – God becoming flesh in Jesus. 


Pope Francis said of prayer: ‘In times of suffering prayer is of even more help…’. Statues focus prayers. 


Catholics don’t worship statues. They ask Mary and the Saints to intercede for them. This means to take their prayers to God. 


The statues are physical reminders of God and Jesus. They help Catholics to focus their prayers in the Church. 


Statues provide a focus for Catholics. It means they can be focused on prayer whilst in Church. 


The Stations of the Cross help Catholics remember the suffering that Jesus went through.





Disagree:


Making religious statues goes against the 2nd Commandment that says “Do not worship idols”.


Abraham introduced monotheism and prevented his father from selling idols (statues) to worship. Christians should worship God alone and not worship statues of saints and Mary.


If a Church has statues of Mary and the saints, then people will focus on them instead of God and Jesus. 


Some protestant churches have no statues so people are distracted and can just focus on the word of God. 








b) Describe Roman Catholic beliefs about the Rosary (5)





The rosary is a series of beads used by Catholics to help them concentrate during prayers. Each bead represents a prayer and the beads are arranged in a sequence.


Catholics reflect on some of the important events in the life of Jesus and of Mary. 


The beads contain the following features. The crucifix which is used to help Christians remember the sacrifice and death of Jesus.


The Rosary also contains a medal usually showing an image of the Virgin Mary to focus prayers and it contains decades. Five sets of 10 beads to focus on the sorrowful mysteries which are the events leading up to the death of Jesus.








 





 





b) Describe why Roman Catholics go on Pilgrimage to Lourdes (5)





Roman Catholics go on pilgrimage to Lourdes to strengthen their faith in God. They can do this by visiting areas such as the Stations of the Cross and the statue of the Virgin Mary.


They also go to experience and share their faith with others. Catholics take part in processions with thousands of others pilgrims where they pray and sing hymns together.


They visit Lourdes in the hope of physical and emotional healing. They visit the Grotto, drink and bathe in the holy water in the hoped they will be cured. 


They go on pilgrimage to come closer to God by giving him time and attention. They will attend Mass in Lourdes and also take part in the sacrament of reconciliation to confess their sins and seek forgiveness. 


They will attend Lourdes to perform a penitential act. This is a way of showing they are sorry for something they may have done. 











d) ‘Going on pilgrimage is no longer important’ (15)





Agree:


Some people may find it difficult to accept that miracles and healings have taken place in Lourdes. There have been thousands of supposed miracles but only 70 have been confirmed. 


Pilgrimage sites likes Lourdes have become too commercial. Lourdes is filled with bars and restaurants which means it has lost its significance. 


Christians would argue that they can worship God anywhere such as at home or at Church. Likewise, they can use statues and sculptures. 


Pilgrimage can be very expensive so it is not necessary. 





Disagree:


Roman Catholics go on pilgrimage to Lourdes to strengthen their faith in God. They can do this by visiting areas such as the Stations of the Cross and the statue of the Virgin Mary.


They also go to experience and share their faith with others. Catholics take part in processions with thousands of others pilgrims where they pray and sing hymns together.


They visit Lourdes in the hope of physical and emotional healing. They visit the Grotto, drink and bathe in the holy water in the hoped they will be cured. 


They go on pilgrimage to come closer to God by giving him time and attention. They will attend Mass in Lourdes and also take part in the sacrament of reconciliation to confess their sins and seek forgiveness. 


They will attend Lourdes to perform a penitential act. This is a way of showing they are sorry for something they may have done. 
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